Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.018 Å; R factor = 0.070; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.1.
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Comment
The title compound is a one-dimensional infinite chain structure linked by nomodentate pamoic acid ligand, as shown in Figures 1 and 2 . The geometry of tin atoms is distorted trigonal bipyramidal, surrounded axially by two oxygen atoms and equatorially by three carbon atoms of the phenyl groups. The axial angle O4-Sn1-O1 is 176.3 (4)°, close to linear arrangement. Three Sn-phenyl groups define the equatorial plane and the sum of the trigonal C-Sn-C angles is 359.5°, as expected for a bipyramidal geometry. The Sn1-O1 distance is 2.314 (12) Å, which a bit longer than the covalent bond length Sn-O, but similar to those found in other reported triorganotin polymeric structures (e.g. Ma et al., 2008) .
Experimental
The reaction was carried out under nitrogen atmosphere. 4,4'-Methylenebis(3-hydroxy-2-naphthoic acid) (1 mmol) and triethylamine (2 mmol) were added to a stirred solution of benzene (30 ml) in a Schlenk flask and stirred for 0.5 h. Triphenyltin chloride (2 mmol) was then added and the reaction mixture was stirred for 12 h at 353 K. The resulting clear solution was evaporated under vacuum. The product was crystallized from dichloromethane to yield colourless blocks of the title complex atoms were calculated as U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier atom) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (carrier atom). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 0.038 (7) 0.043 (7) 0.048 (7) 0.000 (5) 0.007 (5) 0.010 (6) C18 0.046 (7) 0.043 (7) 0.054 (7) −0.005 (6) 0.007 (5) 0.005 (6) C19 0.044 (7) 0.051 (7) 0.064 (7) −0.001 (6) 0.012 (5) −0.001 (6) C20 0.047 (7) 0.057 (7) 0.071 (7) 0.007 (6) 0.013 (6) −0.003 (6) C21 0.043 (7) 0.056 (7) 
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